University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-16-1990

Panama: Relatives Of Soldiers Killed During
Invasion Requests Special Day To Honor Their
Dead
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Panama: Relatives Of Soldiers Killed During Invasion Requests Special Day To Honor Their Dead." (1990).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/3737

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 071203
ISSN: 1089-1560

Panama: Relatives Of Soldiers Killed During Invasion
Requests Special Day To Honor Their Dead
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, February 16, 1990
A group of relatives of members of the Panamanian Defense Forces killed during the US invasion
launched Dec. 20 have requested that the government declare a "Day of National Mourning," in
which the victims would be recognized as "heroes of the motherland." Isabel Corro, president of
the Association of Relatives of Deceased Defense Forces Members, told Notimex on Feb. 11 that
the dead should be recognized for their sacrifice, instead of ignored. Corro said the association
represents the surviving family members of more than 60 soldiers killed in the invasion. She added
that in addition to formal recognition by the US-installed government, the relatives have also
requested that the Catholic Church recognize the fallen soldiers as "heroes," and "pray for the
Panamanian soldier." "We did not ask for a war, and consider recognition of the victims just...The
mourning of the [deceased soldiers'] families cannot occur in the context of the profound silence of
the government and the Church," said Corro. Next, Corro asserted that while the new government
has reported the deaths of 202 soldiers in the invasion, the real toll "is much higher." She noted that
some 130 soldiers an estimate by the International Red Cross continue "disappeared." Notimex cited
unidentified spokespersons for the Panamanian Catholic Church who have reported some 655 dead,
including civilians and soldiers. (Basic data from Notimex, 02/11/90)
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